OPEN CALL
in favour of a new national approach for preventing and combating corruption, 
based on a consolidated institutional convergence
~ Bucharest, 26 May 2017 ~
The idea to organise this European Best Practices Transfer Conference appeared in January 2017, in the context of the crisis and the controversies occurred between European institutions, other EU Member States and business organisations and the recently installed Romanian executive and parliamentary powers. These controversies have been rather a pretext the so-called modification of certain legal documents concerning the “pardoning” regulations. In fact, the expressed worries and criticism referred to a potential delaying of the prevention and fight against corruption, especially at the high level in Romania.         
1. 
In order to provide a civil society and academic support to clarifying such matters of concern and the emergence of a new approach within such a long and complicated process, we decided to propose a common rethinking of the entire corruption and bribery issues from the point of view of real national fulfillment of the Institutional Convergence, according to a previous scientific study co-ordinated by the Romanian Academy. This would be a consistent contribution to increasing not only the public awareness and pressure on decision-makers to better base and continue the implementation of the National Anti-Corruption Strategy, but also to avoid in the future any potential ambiguities, parallelisms, superpositions, useless controversies between responsible authorities / institutions and fragmentation in the decision-making and implementation process. Only such a contribution and structured consultation dialogue could lead to upgrade the rating of Romania in the European and International classifications and within annual reports (European Commission, GRECO - Council of Europe, Transparency International, OCDE, etc). Also, it will be a non-partisan and helpful way in deepening the Romanian integration within the European Union and changing current mentalities, especially of part of the current leadership regarding the reduction and penalize the corruption acts as well as recuperating the public or personal goods from the condemned persons or group of persons.
2.
As it is well-known, on the occasion of the London Anti-Corruption Summit, the Romanian state took a series of very important and concrete commitments. All these are in strong connection also with the implementation of the recently adopted National Anti-Corruption Strategy within all the Romanian authorities, institutions and organisations at central level, which affiliated and agreed to implement this strategy and cooperate  within the emerging official Anti-Corruption Platform, established by the Ministry of Justice.
In view of achieving such noble  and important goals, it is needed an improvement of the quality of the entire institutional system, at national and European / Regional level, as well as of the institutional communication between Romanian central authorities and their counterparts at EU and international level. This is becoming even more important in the context of the complicated geo-political situation and of the state of democracy in the world and also in few but influential EU Member States. 
Also, the official Romanian claim, formulated to the European Commission to agree the integration of Romania within the Schengen Agreement and the ceasing of the CVM before Romania will assume the EU Presidency in 2019, has to be clearly and closely related to the implementation of the Romanian commitments / obligations concerning the “transparency of the decision act”, the ”open and responsible governance in the service of citizens”, and the continuation of the preventing measures transposed in the fields mostly exposed to corruption. 
More concretely, the new national collaborative approach should assume a much higher institutional convergence and partnership working style, these being also needed for the targeted accession of Romania to OCDE and to its Anti-Bribery Convention. In practice, briefly speaking, in order to satisfy the various political and civil society points of view, claims or interests all judicial authorities and other responsible ministries or governmental agencies, having special responsibilities in the area of the rule of law, human rights and respect of international / bilateral codes of conduct in the area of international business transactions, we consider and call for the re-focus of the entire process, from the perspective of prevention, to deeply adopt the existing European best practices and to create a real constitutional solidarity and attitude towards such values, principles and legitimate aspirations of the public opinion.
3. 
We propose and call the Superior Council of Magistracy, as supreme forum of internal regulation in the field of functioning and cooperation of the justice institutions, in close partnership with the Ministry of Justice, to fully and consistently assume the responsibility of changing the entire approach of the anti-corruption process. In this respect, in the other related supporting documents of our conference, we already proposed various steps and measures to be taken in order to make the national move from formalist and narrow minded assumptions, institution by institution, towards a much deeper an visionary approach, as for example the introduction of the ex-ante control in the process of treating  the various corruption acts, the cooperation with external financial investigators / officers from other governmental agencies, the full respect of codes of conduct in relation with USA or EU partners or   concerning the recommendations or request of international bodies in the case of bribery within international business transactions, applying both to the public and to the private sectors.           
4.
We also call the Ministry of National Education to take all its responsibilities in order to start a more convincing approach in the area of preventing corruption and changing the perceptions of the young generation. Such a process has to start from a much intense co-operation of the Ministry of Education with other relevant institutions like the Romanian Parliament, the Romanian Academy, National Council of Rectors and so on, in view of presenting the advantages of an honest professional attitude and reject the acceptance of corruptibility as an ”unavoidable evil” or, in the absence of a transparent leadership, of a “self-regulation” mechanism.  
5.
In the same time, we call that other important institutions, as the National Agency of Civil Servants, the National Council for Combating Discrimination, the National Ombudsman or the Penitentiary Administration within the Ministry of Justice, to really collaborate and work under the auspices of the same commonly adopted Preventing Corruption and Human Rights Approach in Romania, through favouring the leading and exemplary character of their public policies, decisions, methods and interventions in relation with public opinion and mass-media. Only such proposed changes could still improve the public perceptions and lead to the strengthening of their individual and common credibility.   
6.
Furthermore, we ask to the Romanian Court of Audit to increase its co-operation with the other important investigatory or regulatory institutions - DNA - National Anti-Corruption Directorate, DIICOT - Directorate for Investigating Organized Crime and Terrorism, ANRMAP - National Agency for Public Procurement, ANABI - National Agency for the Management of Seized Assets, General  Inspectorate of Police - through a Structured Permanent Consultation Mechanism, preferably under the High Patronage of the CSAT - Supreme Council of National Defense, and in close dialogue with the European Commission, the Open Government Partnership and the Council of Foreign Investors. The co-operation should refer to national important topics such as: the public procurement procedures, the  PPP – public-private partnership, the management of seized assets and the social reuse of products coming from illegal schemes.
7.
Finally, in the context of the forthcoming EU Anti-Corruption Prosecutor activity, we call also the Government of Romania, the Romanian Parliament and also other governmental and non-governmental agencies to enhance their institutional interaction and co-operation, especially on the basis of the new  Preventing Corruption and Human Rights Approach in Romania. This should mean an improvement and clarifying of the current legislation, aimed to avoid any forms of pressure or even abuse or attempts to curb early prevention of the various high level acts of corruption. Our call also refers to the respect of the international codes of conduct and the need to accelerate the accession of Romania to the OCDE Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions. Such a requirement implies that the external reports and the lobby deployed by relevant international organisations are to be much more taken into consideration and, in this way, improve and accelerate the initiatives and measures taken at national level in order to change mentalities regarding the need to early prevent the appearance of corruption.
Considering all the above mentioned requests, suggestions and recommendations, we kindly ask especially the support from the EU institutions and of the other EU partners of Romania in order that Romania achieve a consistent increase of its institutional convergence and of generating a much constructive and transparent environment able to lead to a better re-positioning and rating of Romania within the EU and international classifications.   
This is why we decide the launching of the initiative of the Romanian Anti-Corruption Ombudsman Platform and invite all involved institutions and interested stakeholders to start structured consultations, to cooperate with the Anti-Corruption Platform and to organise an European Round Table at the end of the month of September 2017.  
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